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Metadata — data & services

Use case

How can one find our
data and
services?
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Need for service catalogue exists

> Developers need a service catalogue =» current proposal ignores this
use case

> Services that combine several datasets are not discoverable without
service catalogue
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W3C ... : there is a need for service catalogues

> Wa3C via it's Dataset Exchange Working Group is looking into the use case of how
developpers can directly find services instead of finding them as distributions of datasets !

> Extract from the Use Case Description:

= “Users often access datasets via web services. DCAT provides constructs for associating a
resource described by dcat:Dataset with dcat:Distribution descriptions. However, the Distribution
class provides only the dcat:accessURL and dcat:downloadURL properties for users to
access/download something. It would be useful for users to gain more information about the
web service endpoint and how users can interact with the data. If information about the web
service is known with appropriate identifiers for the data, then users can understand additional
context then invoke a call to the web service to access/download the dataset resource or subsets
of it.”

https://w3c.qgithub.io/dxwg/ucr/ >> DCAT Distribution to describe web services [ID6]
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Stakeholders:
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P Full use case description (click to collapse):
Description

Users often access datasets via web services. DCAT provides constructs for associating a resource
described by dcat:Dataset with dcat:Distribution descriptions. However, the Distribution class provides only
the dcat:accessURL and dcat:downloadURL properties for users to access/download something. It would be
useful for users to gain more information about the web service endpoint and how users can interact with the
data. If information about the web service is known with appropriate identifiers for the data, then users can
understand additional context then invoke a call to the web service to access/download the dataset resource
or subsets of it.

Links

« Existing CKAN catalogues such as data.gov.au use a DCAT plugin to represent the dataset entry, which
lacks consistent/precise ability to associate a dataset description with a distribution and its appropriate
web service implementation/interface. See http://data.gov.au/dataset/2016-soe-lan-soil-classification for
an example as well as http://data.gov.au/dataset/116eb634-fcOb-42d8-ae27-b876a12c4f6a.rdf (which
overloads the use of dct:format for describing the web service interface for some of the dcat:Distribution
descriptions).

The following is some work done proposing a lightweight method for describing web services and
interfaces in RDF/OWL. These can then be specialisations or associations of dcat:Distribution and allow
users, catalog implementations to standardise on how different endpoints are used.

v

INFORMATIE
VLAANDEREN


https://w3c.github.io/dxwg/ucr/

Search >> Catalogue >> Geoportal

Is there an alternative ?

> Simplification
= capabilities of geo-services = “source” + mapping these to metadata

= providing future services with a standardisation for MD
elements/capabilities

=> |V is currently drafting an API standard (DCAT-AP to MD)

> This offers a way to ensure that services can be discovered individually in a
catalogue
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Questions ?

i
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Loes Deventer: Loes.Deventer@kb.vlaanderen.be
Geraldine Nolf: Geraldine.Nolf@kb.vlaanderen.be

CC: Ouns Kissiyar: Ouns.Kissiyar@kb.vlaanderen.be
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End User (data provider, developer, ...)
- SEARCHING FOR -

UUIDREF: id van data UUID +
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1 Operates on: !
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XLINK: hrgf: ID v metadata UUID |
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