Reportnet 3 update June 2021

EEA is pleased to announce that the implementation of the four dataflows under the Regulation on the Governance of the Energy Union and Climate Action (GovReg) to which countries delivered in March and April was successfully completed in Reportnet 3. These dataflows consist of national greenhouse gas policies and measures; national projections of anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions; national climate change adaptation planning; and national systems for policies and measures and projections. The status of the submissions can be accessed from the Reportnet 3 public page: https://reportnet.europa.eu/public/dataflows  

Prior to the reporting, reporters were invited to a testing period to get familiar with the platform functionalities and supported by training sessions, guidelines and videos. The support continued during the reporting period by the GovReg data stewards/custodians and Reportnet 3 helpdesk. Currently, an EU dataset is being created using the reported data. 

The same process is going to be applied for the other dataflows to be reported under Reportnet 3 in 2021. Interested reporters will be invited at an earlier stage to test the platform functionalities and several sessions will be held with the reporters to present a walkthrough of the reporting.  
The list of the dataflows to be reported on Reportnet 3 in 2021 is increasing. Next to the previously announced dataflows, Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and Marine Strategy Framework Directive are being transitioned from Reportnet 2.0 and configured for reporting at the moment.   
Moreover, the voluntary activity of collecting data and metadata on National Forest Inventories (NFI) through Reportnet 3 under the Forest Information Systems (FISE) proceeds. The data collection is scheduled to run until the end of the year as a continuous reporting process. 

Reportnet v3.0.2 

The latest version of the Reportnet platform was launched on 22 April 2021 and contains new functionalities such as the enhanced public page, role management improvements, national dataflow coordinator capabilities, improved quality control rules (for tabular and spatial data), flexibilities in the data schema design and reporting, API and FME integration, a sandbox area for data stewards/custodians and improvements to the previous version based on the user feedback.  
This version was tested by the Reportnet 3 stakeholder groups, EEA data stewards/custodians, and members of the National Focal Points (NFPs) and National Reference Centres for Environmental Information Systems (NRCs) of the European Environment Information and Observation Network (Eionet). 
Upcoming functionalities expected to achieve in 2021 are the new role of dataflow observers, data harvesting capabilities, reference dataflows, recommendations from the feasibility study outcomes, a framework for webforms, more visually appealing dashboards and more tools to support schema creation by different types of users of the Reportnet 3 platform.  

Next phase of Reportnet 3 

As a fully operational platform, the next phase of Reportnet 3 and project activities for 2021 will be carried out within the scope of the Fourth Specific Agreement which was initiated in February 2021 to be finalised in January 2022. There are several work packages under the agreement: 
· Software development: Continuous development of the new functionalities and enhancement of the existing ones on the modernised platform 
· Operational mode: Maintenance of the platform, bug fixing and training of the new functionalities 
· Dataflow transition: Analysing the dataflow needs and configuration of the dataflows in transition to Reportnet 3 
Moreover, two feasibility studies are conducted in the first half of 2021. One of them will focus on evaluating the data harvesting and delivering data into a reporting dataset initially through INSPIRE services. EEA is evaluating the design from the reporter side of this task by using two selected reporting dataflows, Bathing Water Directive (BWD) and Nationally Designated Areas (CDDA). A focus is put on checking the robustness and stability once services are established. As an outcome, the suggestions on possible integration with Reportnet 3 will be provided. The other feasibility study will focus on reporting of company-based sensitive data which is explained more in the upcoming section.  

Handling sensitive data in Reportnet 3 

The European Environment Agency (EEA) is launching a technical feasibility study for extending the functionalities of the Reportnet 3 platform to handle the reporting obligations requiring sensitive data and addressed to the manufacturers and companies. 
Several EU legislations require the businesses producing, importing and/or exporting goods into the EU to report activities concerning ozone depleting substances covered by the Montreal Protocol, data pertaining to heavy-duty vehicles, light commercial vehicles and passenger vans and fluorinated greenhouse gas emissions to the EEA. Currently, these types of sensitive data are reported through the Business Data Repository (BDR) which uses the infrastructure of the Reportnet 2 platform.  
The scope of this feasibility study is to deliver new requirements and user stories in order to provide development suggestions for Reportnet 3 so that the required functionalities to handle sensitive data can be developed and - once finalised - transition of the dataflows from the BDR can be initiated. The target is to achieve first company-based reporting on Reportnet 3 by the end of February 2022.   

