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• Tools mature and delivering what they are expected

• Improved transparency and dialogue with MS

• However

• Different technologies and rooted into the JRC infrastructure

• All this is costly and difficult to maintain

• The proposal

• Focus on the INSPIRE-specificity and not on mainstream tool 

development

• Harmonise the approaches for helpdesk

• Build strategic partnerships with communities

• Decouple tools from infrastructure

Context



Reorganisation of the INSPIRE Helpdesk(s)

https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF

• Generic

• Geoportal

• Registry

• Validator

• …

Geoportal Registry Validator



• The INSPIRE Geoportal (backend) is a highly customized system:

• code is often difficult to understand, hard to maintain/extend

• cannot be integrated with other existing tools/modules

• overall maintenance & operation is expensive

• Sustainability of INSPIRE core infrastructure components:

• main idea is to reduce day-to-day operation while retaining control on evolution, 

(also) through partnerships with relevant stakeholders & communities

• for the Geoportal:

• limited addition of new features (except an API and related OpenAPI documentation)

• migration to a cloud environment, backend based on GeoNetwork

Improvement of the harvesting system



• GeoNetwork is a well established catalogue application within INSPIRE:

• used by 24 Member States & EFTA countries

• used by the EEA and the European Commission (e.g. ESTAT)

• GeoNetwork is open source (under the GPL) & is an OSGeo project

• code maturity, large base of users & developers

• current stable version is v. 4.0.1

Why GeoNetwork?

• Where we are:

• spring 2020: first (positive) assessment

• summer/autumn 2020: assessment of v.4

• Q2 / Q3 2021: migration



• OSGeo Live is an educational project of 

OSGeo:

• Linux-based distribution (available as a 

DVD, bootable USB drive or VM) with 

several open source geospatial projects

installed and ready to use

• ideal to try out new software and 

familiarize with it

• Next version (v.14) foreseen for late 

2020:

• Re3gistry v.2 available for the first time

• updated section on INSPIRE

Inclusion of the Re3gistry in the OSGeo Live



• Ongoing process built on successful established governance processes 

within INSPIRE like the one for the Central INSPIRE registry and INSPIRE 

register federation.

• Definition of a clear process to:

• overcome the current situation on the requests of changes on INSPIRE artifacts

• identify actors, roles, responsibilities, timelines and tools for the amendment 

process

• Examples:

• Technical Guidance documents

• Schemas

• …

Governance of INSPIRE artifacts

http://inspire.ec.europa.eu/id/document/tor/registry-control-body-and-submittingorganisations/1.0
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