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No national or regional pollinator strategies are available. Austria’s approach to pollinator 

conservation centres on conserving natural and semi-natural habitats in the Austrian protected area 

network and grassland and cropland habitats maintained by the Common Agricultural Policy agri-

environment programme and greening. 

There are no national red lists for bees (Hymenoptera) or hoverflies (Syrphidae). 27% of butterfly 

species and 25% of moth species are threatened, whilst 40 species are regionally extinct, according 

to red lists from 2005 (butterflies) and 2007 (moths). Data on bumblebee species occurrences are 

available, but local and regional data on solitary bees have never been compiled at the national 

level.   

The Austrian rural development programme funds an agri-environment option for the obligatory 

creation of biodiversity areas for pollinators and other biodiversity on at least 5% of the farm area, 

as well as grassland conservation options. Farmers in the scheme had created over 70,000 ha of 

flowering fallows or crops for pollinators by 2016.  

Initiatives for wild pollinators are mobilising citizens, local authorities, farmers and other land 

managers and gardeners, schools, to create pollinator habitats in both urban and rural areas, road 

verges and protected areas. Private sector initiatives include supermarkets, a machinery business, 

and the national railway network. 
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STRATEGIES FOR WILD 

POLLINATORS OR ANY OTHER 

SIMILAR PLANS 
 

No national or regional pollinator strategies are available. The Austrian Biodiversity Strategy 2020+ 

does not set any targets for wild pollinators1. 

Austria’s current approach to pollinator conservation centres on conserving natural and semi-natural 

habitats in the Austrian protected area network and grassland and cropland habitats maintained by 

the Common Agricultural Policy agri-environment programme and greening measure (see below for 

more details). The Ministry of Land, Forestry and Environment (BMLFUW) is responsible for the 

Austrian Biodiversity Strategy 2020+, the state forest area, and the rural development funding 

programme at the national level. The federal states have responsibility for nature conservation policy 

implementation, and the nature protection laws of the federal states protect and promote the 

maintenance of species rich agricultural areas and set up specific management requirements to 

achieve nature conservation aims. 

Numerous NGO and local authority–run projects raise awareness of the value of wild pollinators and 

promote the creation of more flowering areas in urban and rural regions. The NGO Naturschutzbund 

has recently published a proposal for a national pollinator strategy.  

 

 

IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE OF 

POLLINATOR DECLINE, ITS 

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES  
 

RED LISTS ON POLLINATORS AND DATA ON POLLINATOR POPULATIONS 

Hymenoptera and Syrphidae: no national red list is available for these groups. Austria has 690 wild 

bee species - a checklist of wild bees in Austria was compiled by Fritz Gusenleitner, Max Schwarz, and 

Karl Mazzucco, and published in 2012 (Schuster 2012). Data on bumblebee occurrence and distribution 

are available on the citizen science platform Naturbeobachtung.at (Neumayer, personal 

communication). 

 
1 It sets a national target of increasing the number of honeybee colonies to 400,000 by 2020 

http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/umweltsituation/naturschutz/biolat/biodivstrat_2020/
https://naturschutzbund.at/newsreader-36/items/rettet-die-insekten.html
https://verlag.oeaw.ac.at/checklisten-fauna-oesterreichs-no-6
https://naturschutzbund.at/naturbeobachtung-at.html
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As nature conservation is a responsibility of the federal states, most of the information on biodiversity 

is only available at this level. There is one regional red list of bees: 

• A red list of the wild bees (Apidae) of Kärnten (region located in the south of Austria) was 

published in 1999 (Ebmer 1999). It classifies 25% of the 413 described species as endangered 

(and 130 species as data deficient). 

Lepidoptera: The national red list of butterflies was published in 2005 (Höttinger & Pennerstorfer 

(2005) and the red list of moths in 2007 (UBA 2018). The lists identified that: 

• Nearly half of the butterflies are at risk, including 27% of the species considered as threatened 

- 15% of the 215 assessed butterfly species are endangered or critically endangered, 12% are 

vulnerable and 22% are near-threatened (5 species are regionally extinct); 

• 18% of the 800 assessed moth species are endangered or critically endangered, 7% are 

vulnerable and 12% are near threatened (35 species are regionally extinct).  

 

A checklist of butterflies in Austria was published in 2013 (Huemer 2013), and butterfly DNA barcoding 

information in 2017 (Huemer & Wiesmair 2017). The Tiroler Landesmuseen maintain a database of 

butterfly records for Austria (Huemer, personal communication).  

 

POLLINATOR MONITORING SCHEMES 

The BINATS 2 research project surveyed biodiversity in the agricultural landscape (habitat features, 

vascular plants, grasshoppers, butterflies, wild bees) in 2018 and 2019. The project has identified all 

wild bees on 100 sample sites in the main maize and oilseed rape growing regions of Austria. There 

was an additional triple survey of 30 hot spots in the 100 BINATS test areas during the summer of 2018. 

The Austrian state forest management agencies (Österreichische Bundesforste ÖBf), which manage a 

tenth of the total forest area, in collaboration with the NGO Naturschutzbund, carried out 

identifications of the wild bee fauna at 19 sampling sites in 7 forest areas from 2016 to 2018, and now 

have distribution maps of 162 species in these forests (Martina Schwantzer personal communication). 

See section on landscape initiatives for more information.  

The citizen science platform Naturbeobachtung.at provides a bumblebee identification service and 

collects bumblebee species reports from citizens. Observers submit geo-referenced occurrence 

records and photos which are validated by experts, which makes the data useful for monitoring 

(Neumayer personal communication). The platform is also collecting butterfly records (Schmetterlings-

app). See further information in the citizen engagement initiatives section. 

 

RESEARCH INITIATIVES 

A number of Austrian universities are carrying out research into land use/ land management and its 

impact on wild pollinators, for example: 

http://www.tiroler-landesmuseen.at/page.cfm?vpath=tiroler-landesmuseen/sammlungen/naturwissenschaftliche-sammlungen/kontakt
https://forschung.boku.ac.at/fis/suchen.projekt_uebersicht?sprache_in=en&menue_id_in=300&id_in=11362
https://www.bundesforste.at/die-bundesforste/naturschutz/projekte-kooperationen/kooperationen/naturschutzbund.html
https://www.naturbeobachtung.at/platform/mo/nabeat/bombus/home.do?doHome
https://schmetterlingsapp.at/
https://schmetterlingsapp.at/
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• The BINATS 2 research project is using the wild bee monitoring results to assess the 

effectiveness of selected agri-environment measures on wild bee diversity; 

• The ILEN (Healthy Alps) project researched the impacts of land use change in the alps on 

pollinators – one finding was that hoverfly abundance was significantly higher in managed than 

abandoned meadows, but that both managed and abandoned meadows provide important 

habitats types for hoverflies which will be lost if meadows are left to completely convert to 

woodland (Hussain et al 2017); 

• BOKU (University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences) in Vienna researched the impact of 

grassland re-establishment on wild pollinators; 

• The University of Salzburg is researching plant-pollinator functional responses to altitude and 

climate change. 

 

A research project (2009-2012) investigated the occurrence of bee losses in Austrian maize and 

rapeseed cropping areas and tested possible connections with honeybee diseases and the use of plant 

protection products (acronym: MELISSA). From 2011 to 2013 (i.e. before the EU ban was introduced), 

a monitoring programme measured exposure of honeybees in field conditions to the neonicotinoids 

clothianidin, thiamethoxam, and imidacloprid, and also fipronil (CIFT-HOBIENEXPO and Bienexpo 13) 

(AGES, 2012; AGES, 2013). 

 

TAXONOMICAL EXPERTS ON POLLINATORS 

A number of experts have carried out local and regional studies on the wild bee fauna (e.g. Ockermüller 

& Zettel, 2016), but they have not yet been compiled at the national level. 

 

 

 

INITIATIVES TACKLING THE 

CAUSES OF POLLINATOR 

DECLINE 
 

 

ACTION PLANS ON SPECIES AND HABITATS 

There are no national action plans for endangered pollinator species or habitats as the federal states 

have responsibility for nature conservation policy implementation. 

https://forschung.boku.ac.at/fis/suchen.projekt_uebersicht?sprache_in=en&menue_id_in=300&id_in=11362
https://forschung.boku.ac.at/fis/suchen.projekt_uebersicht?sprache_in=en&menue_id_in=300&id_in=10470
https://forschung.boku.ac.at/fis/suchen.projekt_uebersicht?sprache_in=en&menue_id_in=300&id_in=10471
https://www.uni-salzburg.at/index.php?id=41115
https://www.dafne.at/dafne_plus_homepage/download.php?t=ProjectReportAttachment&k=2661
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FARMER AND LANDSCAPE INITIATIVES, AS WELL AS LOCAL LEVEL STRATEGIES 

 

Common Agricultural Policy Rural Development Programme 

The Austrian rural development programme (ÖPUL) agri-environment-climate programme contains 

the whole-farm agri-environmental measure „Environmentally sound and biodiversity-promoting 

management“ (Umweltgerechte und Biodiversitätsfördernde Bewirtschaftung von Acker und 

Grünland UBB). This measure funds the obligatory creation of biodiversity areas for pollinators and 

other biodiversity on at least 5% of the farm area. These areas are either: sown with seed mixtures of 

at least 4 insect-pollinated plant species and kept for at least 1.5 years with no fertiliser or pesticide 

use and mown annually; and/ or with flowering crops on arable land and/or with grassland. Farmers 

in the scheme had created nearly 70,000 ha of flowering fallows offering food and habitat for 

pollinators, 3000 ha of flowering crops such as legumes and medicinal /aromatic plants, and around 

3300 ha under crop rotation with at least 5 flowering crops (an option developed with beekeepers) by 

the end of 2016 (BMLFUW personal communication). Farmers can use their UBB area to comply with 

the greening measure. Also, many farmers are using the crop rotation with at least 5 flowering crops 

to comply with greening. 

Other RDP measures also provide benefits for pollinators. The agri-environment-climate scheme for 

nature conservation funded extensive or near-natural management of a total of 72,000 ha of grassland 

in 2016 (BMLFUW personal communication). The rural development (ÖPUL) measures „Organic 

farming“ and „Environmentally sound and biodiversity-promoting management“ ensure the 

maintenance of permanent grasslands and landscape elements (hedges, single trees, tree lines, banks 

and other field margins) on a total of 1.6 m hectares (status 2016). These measures aim to protect the 

small-structured Austrian landscape characterized by alternating woodland, grassland, orchard 

meadows, arable land and its high share of landscape elements. 

The funding allocated to RDP measure 7.6 (rural and cultural heritage) is used for competitive calls for 

biodiversity projects, and in 2019 the call was specifically for insect projects (habitat creation, 

awareness raising, training etc).  

All farmers in the UBB scheme must attend training on environmental priorities including biodiversity. 

Farmers in Austria can also access advice and training provided by a range of different organisations 

who can apply for competitive funding calls to offer training on particular issues. However, there is still 

a need to raise farmers’ awareness of the environmental benefits of actions – especially about flower 

strips, which many farmers still think look messy2.  

 

State forests 

The Austrian state forest management agencies (Österreichische Bundesforste ÖBf), which manage a 

tenth of the total forest area of Austria, launched the initiative ‘Aktiv für Wildbienen’ (active for wild 

 
2 Johanna Huber, Suske Consulting, personal communication 

https://ktn.lko.at/biodiversit%C3%A4tsfl%C3%A4chen-gr%C3%BCnland-fragen-und-antworten+2500+2291153
https://ktn.lko.at/biodiversit%C3%A4tsfl%C3%A4chen-gr%C3%BCnland-fragen-und-antworten+2500+2291153
https://www.bundesforste.at/die-bundesforste/naturschutz/projekte-kooperationen/kooperationen/naturschutzbund.html
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bees) in 2016 in collaboration with the NGO Naturschutzbund. The initiative was a response to a 

national study that highlighted the situation of wild bees in Austrian forests (Schwarzl & Sedy 2015). 

The project team has developed management plans and practical advice on how to promote wild bees 

in different forest habitats and landscapes (Martina Schwantzer personal communication and ÖBf 

2017). They have produced a forest management for nature guidebook (Naturschutzpraxisbuch) with 

a section dedicated to wild bees in forests (ÖBf 2017). The guidebook is aimed at all forest managers 

and is implemented across the whole state forest area, including both the 50% that is subject to nature 

protection regulations (Natura 2000 and/or other protection status), and the rest of the area. 

Implementation is guided by the four regional nature area managers, and regularly controlled.  

 

Other landscape or local level initiatives  

All Austria initiative: 

• The initiative Natur Verbindet is encouraging the creation and maintenance of flowering fields 

and margins, with citizens, local authorities, farmers and other land managers and gardeners, 

schools, in all regions of Austria. The Naturschutzbund NGO runs it with funding from the 

Bienenschutzfonds, which was set up by the Hofer supermarket chain. Participants have 

recorded nearly 800 ha in an online database up to this time. See below for details of the other 

activities of the initiative.  

Federal state Vorarlberg: 

The Vorarlberg government funds local authorities to carry out a range of projects for pollinators and 

other biodiversity in its Naturvielfalt in der Gemeinde campaign. For example:  

• The Netzwerk Blühendes Vorarlberg (network flowering landscapes in Vorarlberg) is leading 

pilot projects to create pollinator habitats in schools and nurseries, orchards, on road edges 

and along waterways across the federal state of Vorarlberg. It is a collaboration between an 

NGO (the Bodensee Akademie), the Vorarlberg regional government, and the beekeeper 

association (Imkerverband) of Vorarlberg. See below for details of the other activities of the 

initiative.  

• The wild bee project In Zukunft Bunt und Artenreich plus follow up project Natürlich Bunt und 

Artenreich was set up by the Lustenau and Rankweil local governments and 16 neighbouring 

local governments in the federal state of Vorarlberg, with funding from the EU Interreg 

programme. By engaging local government employees, mayors and councillors, and citizens, 

together with local nature conservation experts, a nature garden expert, and a wild bee expert, 

it created or restored over 20 ha of flowering areas in urban spaces such as road verges, 

roundabouts and squares over a period of three years. Wild bee expert Timo Kopf is 

monitoring wild bee populations in some created areas in Rankweil, and in 2014 he found 93 

species of wild bee including five that were new records for Vorarlberg, whilst in 2018 the total 

came to 116 species (Kopf, 2015; Kopf, 2018). The total count is 136 species. Now another EU 

Interreg funded project Bürger-Bienen-Biodiversität is engaging citizens to become flower 

ambassadors for wild pollinators, to reach out to garden owners and local green space 

managers, and is offering training and advice materials.  

https://www.bundesforste.at/die-bundesforste/naturschutz/biodiversitaet/oekologisches-landschaftsmanagement.html
https://www.naturverbindet.at/Home/Index/Start
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/upload/file/NVF_16-418_Taetigkeitsbericht_2016_WEB.compressed.pdf
http://www.bluehende-landschaft.de/nbl/nbl.regional/nbl.regional.20/index.html
https://www.lustenau.at/de/lustenau-bei-wildbienenprojekt-erfolgreich
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/
http://www.bodensee-stiftung.org/en/buerger-bienen-biodiversitaet/
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Federal state Salzburg (with German federal state Bavaria): 

• Three regional protected areas (two biosphere regions and a regional park) in Austria (federal 

state Salzburg) and Germany (federal state Bayern) are taking part in a cross-border project 

(Wild und kultiviert - Regionale Vielfalt säen) using EU Interreg funding. They are collecting 

seed mixes from the most biodiverse meadows and seeds from local endangered arable weed 

species and sowing them out in new areas to create more habitat for wild bees both inside 

and around the protected areas.  

City initiatives: 

• The city of Vienna habitat and species action plan 2012 to 2015 created or protected a number 

of wild bee habitats. The bee check list for the city records 456 species, a third of the total 

number for Austria (Zettel et al, 2015). 

• Vienna is partnering with Bratislava in Slovakia in the EU Interreg funded project Blühlinge – 

flowering landscapes for butterflies in Austria and Slovakia – to build up a network of habitats 

for butterflies in both cities and across the border between them. The project is working with 

local authorities, gardeners, schools, the city green space managers, the railway, the military 

and other partners.  

 

MEASURES ON PESTICIDES 

The Austrian agri-environment programme (ÖPUL 2015) includes several measures that support a 

reduction or a complete stop in the use of chemical-synthetic pesticide applications. Agri-environment 

payments are available for reducing chemical-synthetic pesticide use on animal feed crops and 

grassland and in vineyards. 

Organic farming makes an important contribution to the conservation of pollinators with its total ban 

on chemical plant protection products on all agricultural areas and its diversified crop rotations. In 

2016, nearly 22% (approximately 570,000 ha) of the agricultural area in Austria was managed 

organically by almost 22,000 agricultural holdings (around 19% of holdings). 

   

  

http://www.wildundkultiviert.at/aktivitaet/wildbestaeuber/
https://www.wien.gv.at/umwelt-klimaschutz/bienen.html
https://www.global2000.at/bluehlinge
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RAISING AWARENESS, 

ENGAGING SOCIETY-AT-LARGE 

AND PROMOTING 

COLLABORATION 
 

TRAINING AND AWARENESS RAISING CAMPAIGNS 

• The national environment ministry coordinates the ‘Vielfalt leben’ national biodiversity 

awareness-raising campaign.  

• Farmers participating in the agri-environment-climate scheme „Environmentally sound and 

biodiversity-promoting management“ (UBB) must take part in training on environmental 

priorities including biodiversity with a mention of insects.  

• In the campaign biodiversity monitoring with farmers (Biodiversitätsmonitoring mit 

LandwirtInnen), farmers are trained to monitor specific grassland plants and animals on their 

farms. Ecological experts visit the farmers, define the species to monitor and train the farmers. 

• The Naturschutzbund NGO run wild pollinator identification courses and courses for squash 

(pumpkin) growers in how to promote and rear bumblebees for crop pollination (linked to 

their Natur Verbindet initiative). They also offer training days for local authorities, land 

managers and gardeners. The project also organises events and a meadow competition.  

• The Netzwerk Blühendes Vorarlberg (network flowering landscapes in Vorarlberg) is carrying 

out awareness raising activities (presentations, events, website, media releases) and training 

and information materials for use by the network partners and other local groups. It is also 

building up a network of local expertise in the federal state of Vorarlberg, for example with 

businesses selling native and local seeds, farm advisors, and land managers. 

• The federal state Vorarlberg in its Naturvielfalt in der Gemeinde campaign has run two three-

year courses for public employees who manage green spaces and gardens , with advice on 

how to make them more pollinator friendly. It has also run seminars on herbicide free 

management, targeted at private businesses (Natur und Wirtschaft) and cemetery managers 

(Naturoase Friedhof).  

• A state-sponsored nature excursions programme in the federal state Oberösterreich offers 

wild bee excursions (Veranstaltungsreihe Naturschauspiel Oberösterreich). 

 

EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS AND MATERIALS ON WILD POLLINATORS 

• The Natur Verbindet initiative organises educational projects with schoolchildren involving 

for example planting early spring flowers. 

http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
https://www.naturverbindet.at/Home/Index/Start
http://www.bluehende-landschaft.de/nbl/nbl.regional/nbl.regional.20/index.html
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/upload/file/NVF_16-418_Taetigkeitsbericht_2016_WEB.compressed.pdf
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/upload/file/bluehflaechestattgrauzone.pdf
http://www.buntundartenreich.at/upload/file/naturoasefriedhoefe.pdf
https://www.naturschauspiel.at/naturschauspiele
https://www.naturverbindet.at/Home/Index/Start
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• The campaign biodiversity monitoring with farmers (Biodiversitätsmonitoring mit 

LandwirtInnen) has produced guidance materials including species factsheets and 

identification guides for farmers to use on their farms (ÖKL 2017). The factsheets cover 15 

butterfly species as well as pollinators in general (see educational materials below). 

• The environmental education centre Natopia together with the Raiffeisen bank offer wild bee 

educational sessions for primary and secondary school classes and promote wild bee nesting 

aids. Schools and citizens are encouraged to register their wild bee hotels on a map of Tirol 

(wildbienen.at). 

• The NGO Naturschutzbund Östereich und die Austrian state forest agencies (Österreichische 

Bundesforste) are organising educational activities about wild bees in state forest areas. For 

example, schoolchildren helped restore a wildflower meadow for wild bees in the state forest 

Traun-Innviertel in spring 2018. 

 

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGNS 

• The citizen science platform Naturbeobachtung.at collects bumblebee species reports from 

citizens and provides a bumblebee identification service. This is managed by the NGO 

Naturschutzbund. Observers submit geo-referenced occurrence records and photos which are 

validated by experts, which makes the data useful for monitoring. In 2013, over 5000 

occurrence records were submitted, of which at least 4000 are scientifically valid records 

(meaning that the species of bumblebee could be reliably determined by an expert). 

• The foundation Blühendes Österreich and the NGO GLOBAL 2000 are running a citizen science 

campaign to collect butterfly records from citizens using an app (Schmetterlings-app). The 

2018 butterfly data campaign reports that over 13,000 citizens recorded around 90,000 

observations of 142 species, i.e. two thirds of the national total of 215 (Höttinger 2019). 80% 

of observations were of butterflies, 20% of moths. 

• The campaign biodiversity monitoring with farmers (Biodiversitätsmonitoring mit 

LandwirtInnen) engages farmers in biodiversity monitoring on their farms. 

• Two protected areas in the federal state Salzburg have established wild pollinator visitor 

centres, with EU-Interreg funding (Wild und kultiviert - Regionale Vielfalt säen). The centres 

now offer week-long wild pollinator identification courses for specialists and 1 or 2 day courses 

for the interested public.  

 

PRIVATE SECTOR INITIATIVES FOR WILD POLLINATORS 

• REWE International AG (a leading retail and tourism group) funds the foundation Blühendes 

Österreich which runs several citizen science and pollinator engagement campaigns (see 

above). 

• The Hofer supermarket chain funds the Bienenschutzfonds, which supports the 

Naturschutzbund NGO initiatives for wild pollinators (such as the Naturbeobachtung.at citizen 

science platform). It markets pumpkin seed oil („Iss echt steirisch“ Kürbiskernöl) produced by 

farmers who have engaged in pollinator promotion projects. 

http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
https://www.natopia.at/initiative-wildbienen/
https://www.wildbienen.at/
https://www.bundesforste.at/die-bundesforste/naturschutz/projekte-kooperationen/kooperationen/naturschutzbund.html
https://www.bundesforste.at/die-bundesforste/naturschutz/projekte-kooperationen/kooperationen/naturschutzbund.html
https://www.naturbeobachtung.at/platform/mo/nabeat/bombus/home.do?doHome
https://schmetterlingsapp.at/
http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
http://wiese.biodiversitaetsmonitoring.at/index.php/en/
http://www.wildundkultiviert.at/aktivitaet/wildbestaeuber/
https://www.bluehendesoesterreich.at/
https://www.bluehendesoesterreich.at/
https://www.hofer.at/de/unternehmen/presse/presseaussendungen/projekt-2020/5-jahre-bienenprojekt-und-bienenschutzfonds/
https://www.naturbeobachtung.at/platform/mo/nabeat/bombus/home.do?doHome
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• Other supermarkets in Austria such as Spar promote honeybees and organic honey as 

consumers are sensitive to the quality of honey and the value of bees, but their campaigns do 

not feature wild pollinators. 

• The Austrian national railway network ÖBB has an initiative Blühende Landschaften, to 

maintain bee-friendly areas and set up wild bee hotels on the land belonging to the railways. 

National railway network employees are running the initiative. 

• A number of businesses, such as the PORR Group building machinery company, promote 

beekeeping and wild bee hotels. 

 

APICULTURE SECTOR INITIATIVES FOR WILD POLLINATORS 

• Beekeepers have initiated the signposting of footpaths as bee learning walks in many areas, 

usually focused on honeybees and beehives, but a few also inform about wild pollinators (for 

example the Bienenerlebnisweg in Seeham).  

• Beekeepers cooperate with stakeholders as part of the national biodiversity campaign 

“vielfaltleben”, for example by placing beehives in prominent urban locations to raise 

awareness (BMLFUW personal communication). 
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